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THE  EMANCIPATOR.  been  said  and  done;  yet,  in  as  much  as 

-  I  aim  well,  I  am  in  hopes  that  I  shall  do 

From  the  success  the  first  number  has  right  sometimes;  and  shall  consider  my- 
already  met  with,  I  am  encouraged  in  extremely  unfortunate,  if  I  do  not 
continuing  the  publication  of  the  Eman-  ^ow  and  then  please  some. 
cipator,  more  than  1  could  well  have  cal-  R  I  S’™  mistaken,  it  is  a  preva- 
culated  on;  altho  I  must  confess,  on  the  IcRcy  amongst  men,  and  particularly 
other  hand,  that  it  has  met  with  some  amongst  that  class  of  pwple  whose  sa- 
opposition  where  it  was  little  expected.  <^red  oflSce  gives  them  privil^e,  and  fre- 
But  as  I  have  not  undertaken  this  work  quent  opportunity  of  exhibiting  in  true 
with  an  expectation  of  pleasing  all  my  coloura  the  deformity  of  slavery,  to  say 
readers,  I  am  not  in  this  disappointed.  Ido  little  against  it;  and  that  little  too 
I  believe  it  has  never  yet  been  the  lot  of  generally  done  in  a  cringing,  soft,  fearful 
any  writer  .'•r  sj)eaker,  (who  wrote,  or  naanner,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to 
sjKjke  much,  publickly)  to  please  every  those  whom  they  believe  to  be  in  the 
body;  why  then  should  /  be  vain  enough  spirit  and  practice  of  it,  while  they  will 
to  exT)ect  such  an  attainment,  and  that  plainly  declare  against  their  follies,  and 
too,  on  that  side  of  a  subject,  which  has  ®Yil  practices  of  far  1^  magniture;  al¬ 
to  combat  the  long  and  deep  rooted  pre-  niost  skipping  over  this  horrid  wicked- 
judices,  and  esteemed  (though  mistaken)  dcss — this  sin  of  oppression,  so  incom- 
interests  of  many  of  those  whom  I  ad-  patible  with  the  law  of  nature  and  the 
Jrcfw?  whole  tenor  of  the  gospel.  Oh!  that  this 

.\nd  as  one  of  the  leading  tenets  of  venable  class  of  people  would  acquit 
my  creed  is  universal  and  equal  liberty,  themselves  like  true  and  faithful  watch- 
1  sliall  practice  it  in  this  work,  by  couch-  naen  indeed,  standing  on  the  watch  tow¬ 
ing  my  remarks  in  such  language  as  I  declaring  aloud  to  the  people,  and  spar- 
am  beat  acquainted  with,  and  such  as  Ing  not,  that  the  enemy  is  not  only  ap- 
will  most  amply  convey  my  meaning;  en-  preaching,  but  has  broken  down  the 
deavoring  on  the  one  hand,  to  avoid  us-  walls  of  purity,  and  already  made  a  vast 
ing  this  liberty  to  a  degree  that  might  inroad  into  the  pure  and  precious  life  of 
justly  be  deemed  licentiousness,  and,  on  true  Christianity.  Oh!  that  they  would 
the  other,  never  to  allow  myself  to  be  duly  consider  their  responsibility  as 
borne  down  by  a  squeamish  pusillanimi-  watchmen,  as  stated  in  the  33d  chapter 
ty:  willing  that  others  use  the  same  pri-  of  the  prophet  Ezfckial,  from  1st  to  11th 
vilege.  verse,  and  clear  themselves  of  the  blood 

Some  say  I  strike  too  hard,  others  that  of  the  many  thousands  which  this  ene- 
1  must  continue  to  peal  away,  or  they  toy  of  all  good  is  slaying  before  their 
will  not  take  my  paper.  Under  these  eyes. 

circumstances  you  see  the  difficulty  into  The  influence  which  this  class  of  chris- 
which  1  already  would  have  been  plung-  tians  have  on  their  hearers  is  very  consi- 
ed,  had  my  object  or  expectation  been  derable  indeed,  and  if  weilded  to  the 
to  please;  hence  I  shall,  and  do  find  a  proper  point,  might  be  very  instrumen- 
practical  application  of  another  tenet  of  tal,  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  in  repul- 
my  creed,  necessary  to  be  observed,  sing  the  enemy,  and  breaking  down  this 
which  is.  Endeavor  to  know  what  is  strong  hold  of  satan,  and  establishing  in- 
right,  and  do  it,  dreading  no  conseqiien-  stead  thereof,  the  kingdom  of  the  Mes- 
ce.s.  Do  good,  because  it  is  good,  not  be-  siah — the  precepts  of  the  gospel — peace 
cause  men  call  it  so.  on  earth,  and  good  will  to  men. 

I  have  not  the  vanity,  however,  to  ex-  Influence  is  a  talent,  and  one  of  no 
pect  that  my  judgment  is,  or  will  be  so  small  magnitude;  and  he  that  possesses 
infallible,  that  I  shall  in  every  particu- 1  much  of  this,  may  be  said  to  have  ten 
lar  say  and  do  the  best  that  could  have  i  talents.  All  talents,  agreeably  to  the 
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doctrines  of  Jesus  Christ,  are  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  those  who  possess  them. 
They  are  given  to  us  for  improvement; 
and  if  we  do  not  improve  them,  when 
the  Lord  cometh,  and  calleth  us  to  ac- 
coimt,  our  portion  will  be  appointed  us 
with  the  servant  which  had  hid  his  tal- 
ant  in  the  earth — “Our  not  doing  will  be 
set  down  among  our  darkest  deeds.” 

While  men  in  conspicuous  stations  in 
religious  society  are  thus  accountable 
for  their  influence,  those  who  occupy 
places  of  preferment  in  the  departments 
of  government,  and  whose  influence  acts 
on  the  morals  of  society  by  enacting  laws 
congenial  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel, 
will  endoubtedly  have  to  give  an  account 
also,  whether  they  have  discharged  their 
duty  in  the  use  of  this  their  talent.  Ru¬ 
lers  and  law-givers,  remember  that  your 
exalted  stations  here  on  earth,  will  not 
excuse  you  from  being  brought  to  the 
same  touch  stone,  and  tested  by  the  same 
rule  that  the  works  of  all  other  men  will 
be  tried  by. 

And  ye  Peasants  who  occupy  the  mid¬ 
dle  and  lower  circles  of  life,  to  every  one 
of  you  is  also  committed  at  least  one  tal- 
ant,  for  which  your  Ix)rd  will  account 
with  you  in  a  coming  day.  There  is  no 
man  nor  woman,  I  believe,  who  have  minds 
sufficient  to  make  them  accountable  be¬ 
ings,  but  what  has,  or  may  have,  more  or 
less  influence  in  some  way  or  other  by 
precepts  or  examples,  to  the  discourage¬ 
ment  of  vice,  and  encouragement  of  vir¬ 
tue.  And  as  this  evil  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  is  a  national  evil — it  having  in¬ 
corporate  itself  into  our  laws,  and  deep- 1 
ly  rooted  itself  into  our  practices,  it  is 
necessary  that  every  one  set  his  might 
against  it,  and  chase  it  from  the  camps 
of  freemen. 

Let  none  conclude  themselves  clear  in 
the  sight  of  God  who  do  not  enter  their 
protest  against  the  practice  of  assum¬ 
ing  an  unconditional  controul  over 
our  fellow  men.  Let  them  not  conclude 
that  they  will  be  clear  in  waiting  to  pro¬ 
claim  their  protest  until  all  men  will  join 
in  the  echo.  Let  none  deceive  them¬ 
selves  so  far  as  to  think  that  the  sanc¬ 
tion  which  the  laws  of  the  land  give  to 
usurpation,  tyranny  and  oppression,  can 
be  pleaded  in  bar,  or  even  in  abatement 
at  that  bar  of  indiscriminate  justice,  be¬ 
fore  which  all  the  actions  of  the  children 
of  men  have  to  pass,  and  the  actors  re¬ 


ceive  from  the  judge  the  approbation  of 
‘well  done,’  or,  “depart  from  me  ye  rvorkers 
of  iniquity.” 

We  have  but  our  day  to  live,  and  the 
manner  in  which  we  spend  that  day  fixes 
our  eternal  doom.  Let  us  then  not  tri¬ 
fle  with  matters  of  importance,  justice  & 
mercy,  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law. 

But  alas!  cries  one,  what  shall  we  do 
with  the  slaves  if  we  were  to  emancipate 
them?  I  would  cheerfully  give  up  mine, 
if  some  general  plan  was  devised,  and 
some  place  laid  off  for  them  to  be  remo¬ 
ved  to;  but  it  will  never  do  for  them  to  be 
amongst  us  in  state  of  freedom.  My 
friend,  if  thou  art  thus  near  being  per¬ 
suaded  in  earnest  to  be  an  emancipator, 
proceed  one  step  further  and  all  the  diffi¬ 
culty  will  vanish,  that  is  to  do  it  just  upon 
the  same  principles  on  which  thou  desir- 
est  to  enjoy  thy  liberty,  which  is,  to  stay 
or  go  where  thou  pleasest.  Arriving  at 
this  spot,  there  needs  but  little  more  ado 
about  letting  them  go,  than  to  let  a  son 
or  an  apprentice  go  free  when  they  airive 
at  a  proper  age.  This  I  know  to  be  true 
from  a  degree  of  experience;  and  tiy  it 
in  practice  dear  friend,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  thou  wilt  find  the  great  difficul¬ 
ty  solved,  as  I  did,  and  thyself  made  hap¬ 
py  thereby. 

But  when  we  set  negroes  free  we  are 
too  apt  to  look  for  more  from  them  than 
we  are  willing  to  give.  We  want  them 
to  pull  off  their  hats  to  us,  and  call  us 
master,  and  to  always  be  acknowledging 
the  great  favor  which  we  have  done  them 
in  hberating  them;  but  if  we  would  de- 
vest  ourselves  of  our  pride,  and  view  it 
rightly,  we  would  see  that  not  very  much 
praise  is  due  us,  as  we  have  done  nothing 
more  than  every  man  does  who  pays  a 
just  debt  he  owes  without  being  compell¬ 
ed  thereto,  or  than  he  does  who  gives  up 
to  the  right  owner  the  lost  or  stolen  pro¬ 
perty  which  has  by  some  means  fell  in 
to  his  possession. 

But  we  want  them  to  be  very  virtuous 
too,  even  more  so  than  many  of  the 
whites  are.  Well  this  is  certainly  a 
good  desire,  if  we  will  shape  it  right; 
but  if  it  grows  out  of  a  disposition  which  is 
watching  over  them  for  evil,  and  not  for 
good,  it  ought  to  be  suspected  to  be  of  a 
bad  family.  The  females  in  particular 
are  much  blamed  by  these  almost  emanci¬ 
pators,  for  their  want  of  chastity,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  for  that  of  having  illicit  fami- 
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liarity  with  white  men.  Slavery  does  not 
prevent  this,  but  their  being  degraded  in 
their  own  estimation  by  being  slaves, 
they  become  an  easy  pray  to  the  passions 
and  overtures  of  the  whites  who  are  (tho 
free)  a.s  void  of  chastity  as  any  of  them 
can  be;  &  if  want  of  chastity  be  a  plea 
for  slavery  are  fit  subjects  for  it. 

I  believe  that  in  the  sight  of  God,  the 
want  of  chastity  in  a  woman  is  no  worse 
than  in  a  man;  and  altho’  I  believe  them 
generally  to  be  more  virtuous  in  this  way 
than  men,  yet  I  believe  the  cause  of  that 
excellence  in  the  female  sex  to  be  edu¬ 
cation,  and  prejudice.  Chastity  is  prised 
higher  both  by  men  and  women,  in  wo¬ 
men  than  in  men,  and  of  course  the  want 
of  it  does  not  degrade  men  as  much  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  as  women,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  helpless  situation  which 
the  want  of  chastity  is  liable  to  place 
the  female  sex  in,  all  contribute  to  culti¬ 
vate  that  virtue  in  the  female  mind  to 
a  much  higher  degree  than  in  men.  But 
place  a  female  in  a  situation  so  degraded 
from  her  infancy,  that  she  will  suffer  leas 
diminuation  of  character  than  a  man,  & 

1  believe  it  will  be  found,  whatever  may 
be  her  colour,  that  she  will  be  in  about 
the  same  degree  less  virtuous.  But  this 
is  the  very  circumstance  that  a  female 
slave  is  reduced  to,  and  yet  we  require 
them  to  be  better  than  white  men,  and 
abler  to  withstand  seduction.  But  when 
we  consider  that  the  generality  of  white 
people  are  taught  to  read,  and  have  many 
other  opportunities  of  the  best  of  socie¬ 
ty,  while  the  poor  black  females  are  sel¬ 
dom  taught  to  read  the  scriptures,  nor 
told  the  consequences  of  lewdness,  as 
respects  a  future  state  of  existance,  and 
their  lot  generally  among  associates  of  a 
a  degraded  cast,  I  think  it  no  wonder  that 
they  are  no  better  than  they  are. 

Chastity  in  women,  is  a  virtue  which 
must  be  cultivated  and  encouraged  in  or¬ 
der  to  promote  eivilization.  I  have  no 
idea  that  a  nation  could  possibly  be  civi¬ 
lized  without  the  existence  of  this  virtue. 
It  must  accompany,  or  go  before  civili¬ 
zation.  It  can  even  exist  where  civili¬ 
zation  has  never  obtained,  but  civi¬ 
lization  never  overspread  any  country 
where  this  virtue  was  not  popular. 

But  to  cultivate  this  virtue,  we  must 
not  degrade  the  subjects,  but  must  raise 
them  to  such  a  state  of  consequence  that 
if  they  do  well,  they  will  occupy  a  place 


in  society  far  above  that  of  a  slave,  &  from 
which  it  shall  be  possible  for  them  to  fall 
by  transgression.  By  this  means  they 
will  be  stimulated  and  invited  by  all  the 
advantages,  honors  and  happiness  atten¬ 
dant  on  virtue;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
threatened  with  all  the  calamities  and 
miseries  consequent  on  female  debauch¬ 
ery;  which  if  they  be  free,  the  calamities 
growing  out  of  such  conduct,  are  greater 
and  more  numerous,  than  those  attending 
the  same  in  a  slave.  But  keep  them  in 
slavery  three  hundred  years  longer,  im- 
der  their  present  restricted  privileges,  & 
they  will  still  be  the  same  people — they 
will  still  be  disqualified  for  good  mem¬ 
bers  of  society,  until  a  generation  or  two 
be  raised  a  free  people;  then  and  not  till 
then,  shall  we  see  them  rise  even  in  their 
own  estimationn,  to  a  level  with  freemen. 

I  am  pleased  on  seeing  in  the  paper 
called  the  Union,  published  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  dated  April  11th  1820,  a  resolution 
entered  into  by  the  Federal  Republican 
citizens  of  lower  Delaware  Ward,  on  the 
16th  of  March  last.  It  comports  with 
the  true  character  of  freemen,  and  pro¬ 
fessing  republicans.  An  act  so  examplary, 
is  well  worthy  adoption  by  every  town 
and  village  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
as  follows: — 

“Whereas  the  declaration  of  indep)en- 
dence  declares,  that  all  men  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  cre¬ 
ator  tcilh  certain  unalienaMe  rights;  that 
among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  happiness.  And  believing  as  we 
do,  that  Slavery  is  contrary  to  the  fun¬ 
damental  principles  of  religion,  and  in¬ 
compatible  with  a  republican  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  we  are  impressed  with  the  o- 
pinion,  that  he  who  holds  a  fellow  crea¬ 
ture  in  involuntary  servitude,  or  aids  o- 
thers  to  do  so,  is  alike  regardless  of  hu¬ 
manity  as  of  justice;  and  is,  of  conse¬ 
quence,  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
a  free  people,  who  know  their  rights,  and 
are  disposed  to  maintain  them  on  consti¬ 
tutional  principles,  consistant  with  the 
dignity  of  the  American  character  there¬ 
fore 

Resolved,  That  the  conferees  of  this  ward 
be  instructed  to  use  their  influence  to 
prevent  candidates  being  taken  up  for 
the  high  and  important  office  of  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  who  themselves  hold  slaves, 
or  are  friendly  to  slavery  on  the  unqual- 
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ified  principles  advocsted  by  some  south-  ] 
em  membm  of  Congress  on  the  l&te 
question  of  admitting  the  territory  of  Mis¬ 
souri  as  a  new  state  into  the  union.” 

These  people  seem  to  be  in  earnest,  & 
are  using  thrir  influence  to  do  away  this 
national  evil.  T^  resolution  is  worthy 
the  American  character — worthy  the  im¬ 
itation  of  every  republican  in  our  nation. 
And  those,  and  such  resolutions  put  into 
•practice,  are  the  only  means  by  which 
this  stain  will  ever  be  eradicate  from 
our  national  escutcheon. 


AN  ADDRESS, 

Delivered  at  a  constitutional  meeting  of 
the  Greene  branch  of  the  Manumission 
Society  of  Tennessee,  March  11th, 
1820. 

Fellow  Citizens, 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  address 
you  in  a  few  words  upon  the  subject  of 
your  institution,  which  was  formed,  I 
trust  in  submission  to  that  apostolic  in¬ 
junction,  recorded  in  the  thirteenth  chap¬ 
ter  and  third  verse  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews. — A  subject  in  which  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  the  nation,  and  the  ho¬ 
nor  of  the  Christian  religion  are  I  appre- 
'  bend,  deeply  interested. 

Slavery  is  contradictory  to  that  rela¬ 
tion  which  man  bears  to  man,  in  the 
scale  of  being,  that  was  fixed  by  the  Al¬ 
mighty  Creator:  and  can  never  be  ren¬ 
dered  justifiable  by  any  law,  usage  or 
custom  of  man,  either  in  a  religious 
moral  or  political  point  of  view.  This 
relation  was  founded  upon  the  principle 
of  inflexible  justice,  which  is  an  attri¬ 
bute  of  the  Godhead,  and  from  which 
the  moral  obligations  of  equal  right  to 
be  performed  by  man  to  man,  take  their 
rise.  Upon  this  principle  or  attribute, 
all  governments  are,  or  ought  to  be  foun¬ 
ded,  whether  in  nations,  communities, 
or  private  families,  and  will  be  required 
for  the  safety  &  well  being  of  each,  while 
Jehovah  presides  over  the  affairs  of  men. 

It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  de¬ 
claration  of  rights,  and  American  Inde¬ 
pendence  were  established;  and  in  the 
very  instant  the  declaration  was  pub¬ 
lished,  and  adopted  by  the  states  thro’ 
their  delegates,  was  there  a  slave  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States?  Were 
not  all  then  free?  and  although  it  has  been 
alleged  that  they  had  no  voice  in  the 


national  compact,  and  of  consequence 
were  left  in  the  state  of  slavery  in  which 
they  were  found,  yet  if  they  ^d  not  an 
active,  had  they  not  a  passive  voice  in  it, 
as  fully,  and  as  truly,  in  the  scale  of 
justice,  as  had  the  unborn  posterity  of  the 
framers  of  that  declaration?  and  were 
they  not  equally  comprised  in  the  words 
“ALL  MEN,”  which  are  found  in  that 
instrument?  If  the  delaration  of  rights 
was  only  intended  as  an  unmeaning  pre¬ 
amble,  and  not  to  be  considered  as  the 
great  pillar  and  foundation  of  the  federal 
constitution,  then  we  cannot  so  much 
wonder  at  present  appearances;  but  if 
that  declaration  formed  the  broad  basis 
for  the  security  of  national  and  individu¬ 
al  rights,  the  reducing  the  people  of  co¬ 
lour  to  their  former  state  of  servitude, 
was  certainly  a  violation  of  it,  and  fore¬ 
ver  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of 
justice  and  sound  policy.  It  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  insulting  to  the  character  of  the 
worthy  fathers  of  the  revolution,  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  declaration  of 
rights,  to  suppose  that  they,  or  at  least, 
a  majority  of  them,  did  not  intend  the 
benefits  of  it  to  be  universal  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  and  which  could  only  have 
been  prevented  by  a  party  that  were  cla¬ 
morous  for  the  continuance  of  slavery, 
(that  previous  relict  of  old  monarchical 
despotism)  and  which  the  other  party 
could  only  have  acceded  to  from  a  desire 
to  preserve  and  consolidate  the  infant 
republic,  and  to  prevent  anarchy  and 
confusion,  till  a  time  of  permanent  set¬ 
tlement  should  take  place,  when  the 
black  stain  should  finally  be  washed  a- 
way. 

But  more  than  forty  years  have  elaps¬ 
ed,  and  the  horrid  stain  has  not  been  re¬ 
moved,  but  continues  to  dishonor  one  of 
the  beet  constituted  governments  on 
earth,  in  all  other  respects.  The  honor 
and  safety  of  the  nation  loudly  call  for 
energetic  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Legislatures  and  people  of  the  Union, 
for  its  extermination  from  the  fair  fields 
of  America;  for  so  sure  as  justice  is  an 
attribute  of  Deity,  so  sure  will  Deity 
vindicate  his  own  immutable  nature,  by 
“breaking  the  oppressor  in  pieces,”  and 
delivering  the  oppressed  out  of  his  hand. 

If  the  examples  of  former  nations  and 
darker  ages,  are  prophetic  of  the  present, 
we  may  begin  to  look  out  for  the  fearful 
presages  of  Divine  vengeance,  which  is 
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reserved  for  wicked  and  oppressive  go¬ 
vernments,  and  which  I  dare  not  affirm 
there  has  been  no  items  of  in  some  parts 
of  the  union. 

That  any  member  of  the  grand  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  nation  should  advocate  the 
cause,  and  extention  of  slavery  in  the  U- 
nited  States,  at  this  enlightened  period, 
is  wonderful;  nor  is  it  less  surprising  that 
a  joint  select  committee  of  both  houses 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  religion  profes¬ 
sing,  patriotic  and  republican  state  of 
Tennessee,  should  reject  that  part  of  the 
petition  of  the  people,  praying  for  the 
freedom  of  the  unborn  posterity  of  Af¬ 
ricans,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  legal 
property:  and  that  they  should,  with,  or 
without  design,  draw  up  a  resolve  res¬ 
pecting  the  first  part  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  in  so  unlimited  a  manner,  as 
to  destroy  its  pretended  efficacy,  and 
prevent  its  becoming  a  law,  which  re¬ 
flects  but  little  honor  to  themselves,  or 
to  their  constituents.  The  apparent  at¬ 
tention  paid  to  the  bearer  of  the  petitions, 
gave  rise  to  an  expectation  of  something 
being  done,  favorable  to  the  cause  of  suf¬ 
fering  humanity;  but  man  is  a  being,  lia¬ 
ble  to  change,  and  very  capable  of  dis¬ 
simulation. 

Thrice  have  the  petitions  which  you 
have  had  in  charge  been  rejected  by  the 
Legislatures  of  your  state.  This,  to  some 
of  you,  noay  be  discouraging  as  to  mak¬ 
ing  any  further  attempts  of  the  kind;  and 
I  confess,  that  at  a  first  glance,  the  pros¬ 
pect  appears  gloomy,  but  when  I  reflect, 
that  in  a  somewhat  similar  case,  the 
king  of  Elgypt  hardened  his  heart  ten 
times  without  intimidating  the  petition¬ 
ers,  and  that  notwithstanding  his  frequent 
denials,  that  providence,  whose  is  the 
cause  of  justice,  gave  signal  deliverance 
to  the  oppressed,  at  a  heavy  expense  to 
their  oppressors;  I  feel  encouraged  to 
proceed  with  reanimated  exertion. 

I  have  no  hesitancy  in  believing  that 
the  Monarch  of  Elgypt,  and  his  cabinet, 
had  as  many  political  reasons  for  retain¬ 
ing  the  Israelites  in  bondage,  and  as  ma¬ 
ny  dangers  to  fear  from  their  liberation, 
as  the  sentimental  slave-holders  of  A- 
merica  have  for  refusing  to  liberate  the 
oppressed  Africans;  and  that  their  argu¬ 
ments  were  established  upon  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  as  sound  a  policy  as  those  which 
are  used  in  our  own  country  for  a  like 
purpose.  It  matters  not,  when  either 


revenue,  or  personal  gain,  is  the  object, 
whether  the  profession  of  religion  be  pa¬ 
gan  or  Christian — whether  it  is  an  age  of 
darkness,  or  a  period  of  light,  every  plan 
which  is  calculated  to  thwart  the  pleas¬ 
ing  prospect,  is  esteemed  by  the  slave¬ 
holder,  an  infringement  on  his  rights  A 
a  dangerous  political  heterodoxy;  so  fatal 
is  avarice  to  every  human  heart,  over 
which  it  has  the  ascendency,  that  it  ren¬ 
ders  it  calous  in  the  highest  degree!  It 
was  doubtless  this,  which  brought  upon 
the  Memphian  king,  that  Judicial  hard¬ 
ness  that  terminated  in  his  destruction, 
with  the  ruin  of  his  country.  Shall  this 
be  the  fate  of  our  beloved  country?  may 
Heaven  forbid  the  dreadful  catastrophe; 
and  may  Americans  yield  to  the  dictates 
of  justice,  by  “opening  the  prison  doors 
to  them  that  are  bound,  and  by  setting  at 
liberty  them  that  are  bruised.” 

The  Almighty  said  to  Cain,  “the  voice 
of  thy  brother’s  blood  crieth  to  me  from 
the  ground,  and  now  art  thou  cursed 
from  the  earth,  which  hath  opened  her 
mouth  to  receive  thy  brothers  blood  at 
thy  hand;”  and  shall  not  the  ground  on 
the  shores  of  Africa,  make  the  same  la¬ 
mentation  in  the  ears  of  omnipotence, 
on  account  of  the  blood  of  her  sons  and 
daughters  which  she  has  received  at  the 
hands  of  Europeans,  and  Americans,  who 
have  been  the  perpetrators  of  the  horrid 
crime;  whilst  responsive  from  European 
and  American  shores  it  shall  cry  for  ven¬ 
geance  on  the  heads  of  those,  who  by 
hard  bondage,  cruelty,  and  barbarous 
usage,  have  shed  the  blood  of  their  fugi¬ 
tive  brethren,  who  had  escaped  death  in 
the  carnage  of  their  countrymen,  and 
were  brought  by  professed  Christians,  to 
the  hostile  legions  of  the  western  hemis¬ 
phere?  It  does  and  will  cry,  nor  will  it 
cease  till  the  horrid  stain  is  washed  away 
by  deep  repentance,  and  by  ample  retri¬ 
bution  made  to  the  surviving  suffereres,  by 
restoring  to  them  their  long  lost  rights; 
or  vengeance  is  executed  on  the  Heaven 
Haring  violators  of  Justice!  Can  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion  prosper  in  the  world,  while 
such  multitudes  of  its  professors  are  so 
deeply  implicated  in  the  iniquitous  deed, 
and  are  withholding  from  their  brethren, 
their  Heaven  bom  right,  keeping  in  their 
possession  as  a  legal  inheritance,  the  fruits 
of  the  most  diabolical  robbery  and  injus¬ 
tice  that  ever  disgraced  the  darkest  ages 
of  infidelity?  I  blush  to  name  it,  bui  ma- 
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ny  of  those  who  have  taken  upon  them¬ 
selves  the  sacred  office  of  the  ministry', 
and  proclaim  themselves  heralds  of  the 
tidings  of  salvation  to  man,  are  living  on 
the  gain  of  oppression;  and  while  they 
are  enforcing  on  others,  the  divine  pre- 
cepts,  are  refusing  to  comply  with  that 
injunction  of  the  divine  Redeemer,  of 
doing  as  they  would  be  done  by,  in  re¬ 
fusing  to  perform  to  their  slaves,  that,  I 
which  upon  a  change  of  circumstances, 
they  would,  if  they  durst,  demand  as 
their  inherent  right.  Will  the  people 
profit  by  the  ministry  of  men  of  this  des¬ 
cription;  or  shall  such  be  sent  with  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  success,  on  a  missionary  expedi¬ 
tion?  I  think  not. 

By  men  of  corrupt  minds,  and  sinister 
views,  the  Christian  religion,  that  was 
designed  for  the  amelioration  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  man,  by  the  establishment  of 
justice  and  equity,  love  and  harmony  on 
earth,  has  in  many  respects,  become  pros¬ 
trated  to  a  level  with  Pagan,  and  Ma- 
homedan  superstitions;  and  has  been 
changed,  Proteus-Uke,  into  a  thousand 
shapes,  to  suit  the  views  of  lucrative  men; 
nor  is  the  crime  of  slavery  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  one  of  its  smallest  blots! 

But,  fellow  citizens,  amidst  all  the 
discouraging  presages  of  continued  sla¬ 
very  in  our  country,  and  of  the  woes 
which  are  consequent  upon  it,  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  ray  of  hope  springing  up  to 
aleviate  your  fears,  and  as  a  stimulous  to 
perseverence  in  the  cause  of  suffering  hu¬ 
manity:  There  are  many  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  who  do  honor  to  the 
nation  by  advocating  the  cause  of  eman¬ 
cipation;  and  doubtless,  there  are  many 
in  yoxir  State  I.egislators,  who  render 
themselves  ornaments  to  society  by  plead¬ 
ing  the  cause  of  injured  ju^ice.  The 
names  of  such  will  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  on  the  page  of  history  with  re¬ 
nown,  and  as  way  marks  to  the  Temple 
of  immortal  fame.  Men,  famous  for  tal¬ 
ent,  and  philanthropy,  have  risen  up  in 
your  country,  to  plead  the  same  cause, 
and  their  numbers  appear  to  be  increas¬ 
ing — the  public  mind  is  in  agitation, 
which  I  hope  will  terminate  in  a  happy 
issue. 

Be  not  discouraged  at  your  former  dis¬ 
appointments,  and  the  too  general  lethar¬ 
gy  that  prevails  amongst  too  many  of  the 
members  of  your  society,  these  gloomy 


appearances,  may  be  the  forerunners  of 
an  opening  dawn. 

What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of 
the  oppressed  Israelites,  when  they  were 
forbidden  by  their  haughty  oppressor,  to 
petition  him  any  more  on  pain  of  death! 
gloomy  appearance,  and  horn  of  darkness 
and  despair.  But  this  was  the  harbinger 
of  the  restoration  of  their  primeval  right; 
for  the  strong  arm  of  omnipotence  bro’t 
deliverance  to  the  oppressed,  without 
paying  the  least  respect  to  the  courtly 
politics  of  Egypt! 

I  submit  these  observations  to  your  se¬ 
rious  consideration,  and  rest  assured  of 
the  accomplishment  of  your  benevolent 
object;  which  may  the  almighty  ruler  of 
the  universe  hasten  in  mercy. 


HISTORY 

Of  th’‘  Manumission  Society  of  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

(Continued  from  page  10.) 

I'he  Constitution  &c.  of  the  Ma¬ 
numission  Society  of  Tennes¬ 
see,  as  revised  by  the  fifth  an¬ 
nual  Convention  of  said  Society. 
ADDRESS, 

Of  the  -‘manumission  society,”  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  to  the  freemen  of  the  state,  on 
the  subject  of  the  oppressed  Africans 
therein. 

Fellow  Citizens, 

Our  minds  becoming  weigh¬ 
tily  impressed  under  a  sense  of  the 
unhappy  situation  of  the  people 
OF  COLOR,  in  this  highly  favored 
country ;  under  this  influence,  we 
deem  it  expedient  to  address  you 
in  that  love  which  wisheth  well  to 
the  whole  human  family ;  ardently 
desiring  that  you  may  take  into 
consideration,  the  case  of  this 
much  injured  people;  who  (not 
withstanding  the  divine  favor  ex¬ 
tended  to  our  country)  are  at  this 
time  groaning  under  the  iron  hand 
of  oppression — retained  in  involun¬ 
tary  subjection — doomed  to  wear 
the  chains  of  perpetual  slavery. — 
Here  we  discover  passive  obedi- 


THE  EMANCIPATOR.— 5th  MONTH  31,  1820. 


23 


ence  on  one  part,  while  the  other  is 
pursuing  the  opposite  extreme. — 
Here  we  behold  human  beings  sold 
like  herds  of  cattle — children  torn 
by  violence  from  their  parents,  and 
sold  in  distant  lands ;  conjugal  af¬ 
fection  and  matrimonial  ties  disre¬ 
garded  ;  the  husband  sold  from  the 
wife,  or  wife  from  the  husband. — 
Here  a  system  is  adopted  calculat¬ 
ed  to  promote  the  aggrandizement 
of  one,  upon  the  misery  of  anoth¬ 
er,  which,  in  its  nature,  is  abhor¬ 
rent  to  every  just  and  tender  sen¬ 
timent. 

After  beholding  this  picture  of 
human  misery — this  map  of  A- 
merican  oppression,  and  African 
degradation,  how  painful  to  the 
ear  of  sensibility  that  we,  who 
justly  espouse  the  cause  of  liber¬ 
ty,  should  be  the  means  of  their 
unhappiness.  We  openly  invade 
their  rights,  forcingthem  and  their 
posterity  into  perpetual  slavery, 
without  any  provication  on  their 
part.  Is  not  this  alarming?  and 
what  can  be  more  derogative  to 
Americans,  who  openly  declare, 
that  “freedom  is  the  natural  and 
unalienable  right  of  all  mankind” 

Americans!  you  experience  the 
benefit  of  freedom,  and  profess 
the  universal  right  mankind  have 
to  it ;  you  are  therefore  left  without 
excuse.  A  noted  orator  says,  “it 
is  the  very  death  of  justice  to  say  I 
a  word  in  favor  of  slavery !”  while 
another  as  justly  asks,  “how  long 
will  you  continue  a  practice  which 
policy  rejects,  justice  condemns, 
and  piety  revolts  at?”  A  third  ce¬ 
lebrated  clergyman  gives  us  these 
important  queries:  “Is  there  no 
injustice  in  forcing  men  to  labor 
without  wages?  By  seeing  misery 
and  oppression  daily  stalk  over 


the  land,  do  not  men  become  in¬ 
sensibly  hardened?  And  by  given 
birth  to  that  misery  themselves,  do 
they  not  become  abandoned?  Is 
there  no  breach  of  duty,  when  we 
are  commanded  to  clothe  the  na¬ 
ked,  and  feed  the  hungry,  visit  the 
sick  and  imprisoned — in  exposing 
them  to  want ;  in  torturingthem  by 
cruel  punishment — and  grinding 
them  down  by  hard  labor,  so  as  to 
shorten  their  days,  or  render  life 
miserable?  Is  there  no  crime  in 
adopting  a  system  at  enmity  with 
every  noble  faculty  of  the  soul,  & 
which  evidently  corrupts  and  de¬ 
bases  their  nature?  And  is  there 
no  iniquity  in  perpetuating  these 
miseries  among  their  offspring?” 
Yes,  if  a  slave  is  in  an  unhappy 
situation,  a  due  portion  of  unhap¬ 
piness  consequently  devolves  on 
him  who  unjustly  retains  him  in 
bondage.  Action  and  reaction  be¬ 
ing  reciprocal  in  the  moral,  as  in 
the  natural  world,  cannot  exercise 
an  unjust  dominion  over  a  fellow 
creature,  but  that  by  a  wise  order¬ 
ing  of  providence  we  unavoidably 
injure  ourselves. 

It  is  with  great  propriety  said 
in  the  10th  article  of  the  late  trea¬ 
ty  of  peace,  that  “the  traffic  in 
slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the 
principles  of  humanity  and  jus¬ 
tice.”  Many  moderate  slave-hold¬ 
ers  acknowledge  this,  but  make 
the  following  excuse,  “they  are 
here  and  what  shall  we  do  with 
them?”  And  this,  no  doubt,  pre¬ 
sents  a  very  formidable  barrier  in 
the  minds  of  many  well  disposed 
persons. — To  these  we  would  just 
observe,  that  it  is  a  dangerous 
maxim  to  make  necessity  a  plea 
for  injustice.  Milton  hath  ex- 
1  pressed  it  thus : 
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"And  with  necessity,  the  tyrants  plea, 
"Excuse  his  deoeUsh  deed." 

We  are  not,  however,  disposed 
to  bear  hard. — We  discover  the 
difficulty  we  are  involved  in,  and  of 
course,  the  greater  necessity  for 
unremitted  exertions,  if  happily 
we  may  extricate  ourselves  from 
the  danger  of,  and  avert  the  im¬ 
pending  storm,  designed  to  scourge 
those  who  persist  in  stubborn  diso¬ 
bedience  to  the  eternal  rules  of  jus¬ 
tice  ;  of  which  we  have  many  strik¬ 
ing  examples  in  sacred  writ.  Let 
us  therefore  advert  to  the  true  cri¬ 
terion.  Let  us  place  ourselves  in 
their  stead.  Let  us  anticipate  the 
various  kinds  of  misery,  hardship 
and  distress  which  this  people  dai¬ 
ly  groan  under;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  we  should  be  enabled 
speedily  to  find  and  apply  the  re¬ 
medy.  And  it  is  equally  clear, 
that  if  we  were  united  in  endea¬ 
voring  to  abolish  this  enormous 
source  of  human  misery,  that  the 
means  would  be  quickly  discover¬ 
ed  for  its  accomplishment. 

The  practice  of  reducing  our 
fellow  men  to  a  state  of  abject 
slavery,  is  so  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
that  we  are  surprised  when  we  see 
men  en  j  oying  all  the  blessings  of  a 
republican  government — men  who 
have  been  j  ustly  renowned  for  their 
love  of  liberty — who  have  been 
instrumental  to  rearing  a  temple 
to  FREEDOM,  whose  basis  covers 
an  extensive  continent,  and  whose 
summit  reaches  the  clouds — men 
who  in  other  respects  appear  to 
wear  the  garb  of  justice,  exercise 
this  un j ust  and  impolitic  practice, 
in  direct  opposition  to  republican¬ 
ism,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
gospel ! !  Finally,  we  cordially 


request  our  fellow-citizens,  and 
particularly  ministers  of  the  gospel 
of  every  denomination,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  legislatures,  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  humanity — to  make 
every  exertion  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  this  profession  and  sta¬ 
tion,  to  promote  the  glorious  work 
of  undoing  the  heavy  burdens,  and 
letting  the  oppresed  go  free. 


CONSTITUTION,  &c. 

Of  the  “MANUMUMISSION  SOCIETY” 
of  Tennessee. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed,  having  been  appointed 
by  the  different  branches  of  the 
Manumission  society  of  Tennes¬ 
see,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
to  revise  and  amend  their  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  take  into  consideration 
the  condition  of  the  oppressed  Af¬ 
ricans,  are  of  opinion  that  their 
case  calls  aloud  for  the  attention  & 
sympathy  of  Columbia’s  freeborn 
sons,  and  further  exertions  in  en¬ 
deavoring,  by  means  calculated  to 
promote  and  preserve  the  good  of 
our  government,  to  procure  forthis 
oppressed  part  of  the  community, 
that  inestimable  jewel,  FREE¬ 
DOM — ^the  characteristic  glory  of 
our  country,  without  which,  all 
other  temporal  enjoyments  are 
and  will  be  insignificant. 

And  while  we  highly  esteem  the 
incomparable  constitution  of  our 
country  for  maintaining  this  great 
truth — “That  freedom  is  the  na¬ 
tural  right  of  all  mankind.”  We 
desire  that  the  sympathetic  feel¬ 
ings  of  our  fellow-citizens  may  be 
aroused,  and  stimulated  to  use  e- 
verylaudableeffortconsistentwith 
the  constitutions  of  our  government 
to  gradually  bring  about,  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  glorious  day,  when  all 
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may  enjoy  their  natural  rights  and 
privileges ;  believing  this  to  be  the 
way  to  ensure  the  benediction  of 
the  great  author  of  the  universe, 
who  hath  regard  to  all  the  work¬ 
manship  of  his  hand,  and  delight- 
eth  in  justice  and  mercy.  Under 
these  impressions  we  deem  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  form  into  a  society, 
and  adopt  the  following  articles 
as  a  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  1. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
branch  of  the  society,  on  organi¬ 
zation,  to  elect  out  of  their  body  a 
president,clerk,and  treasurer  ;who 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices, 
with  good  behavior,  for  one  year. 

ART.  2. 

On  the  vacancy  of  either  of  said 
offices,  the  society  shall  elect  ano¬ 
ther  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

ART.  3. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
president  to  preside  at  their  res¬ 
pective  branches,  and  keep  good 
order  and  proper  decorum  at  each 
meeting;  take  the  yeas  and  nays 
when  necessary;  &  shall  at  each 
meeting  lay  before  the  house  the 
standing  of  the  society,  with  its  pur¬ 
pose,  and  the  business  he  conceives 
necessary  for  their  deliberation. — 
He  shall  have  power  to  call  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  any  time  he  may  think  ad¬ 
visable,  and  continue  each  meet¬ 
ing  by  adjournments  until  they 
get  through  their  business. 

ART.  4. 

The  president  and  other  officers 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  by 
the  society  for  misdemeanor  in 
office  or  abuse  of  power. 

ART.  5. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  clerk 


to  keep  authentic  records,  in  abook, 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  branch 
of  the  society  to  which  he  is  clerk. 

ART.  6. 

Each  officer  of  this  society  shall 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office 
gratis ;  and  on  resignation  or  remo¬ 
val  from  office,  shall  deliver  to  the 
society  all  the  books,  records,  pa¬ 
pers,  or  monies  which  belong  to 
the  society,  and  mey  have  been 
committed  to  his  care. 

ART.  7. 

In  case  of  the  absence  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  said  officers,  the  society 
may  appoint  another  to  officiate 
for  the  time  being  if  necessary. 

ART.  8. 

All  elections  for  offices  shall  be 
by  ballot.  And  the  society  shall 
at  each  election  appoint  some  trus¬ 
ty  member  or  two,  to  superintend 
the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  pronounce  who  are  elected ;  and 
the  persons  elected  shall  immedi¬ 
ately  repair  to  the  duties  of  their 
office. 

ART.  9. 

All  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
society  shall  be  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members  present — 
every  member  and  officer  present 
having  liberty  to  vote,  except  the 
president,  who  shall,  however,  in 
all  cases  of  equal  division  give 
the  casting  vote. 

ART.  10. 

Each  branch  of  the  society  shall 
meet  four  times  a  year.at  whatever 
place  they  may  agree  upon;  the 
president  having  power  to  call 
them  together  oftener,  if  neces¬ 
sary  as  aforesaid.  And  any  num¬ 
ber  thus  convened  shall  constitute 
a  quorum. 
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ART.  11. 

It  shall  be  the  business  of  the 
society,  and  of  each  branch,  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  promote  and  inculcate 
the  principle  “that  freedom  is  the 
natural  right  of  all  men,”  but 
nothing  is  allowed  to  be  printed 
on  the  subject  without  the  concur¬ 
rent  voice  of  a  majority  of  the 
standing  committee,  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  annually  by  the  conventions, 
for  that  purpose ;  which  also  must 
have  been  previously  inspected, 
and  had  the  approbation  of  the 
particular  branch  where  it  origin¬ 
ated. 

ART.  12. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
clerk  to  transmit  any  copies  of  re¬ 
cords,  or  information  in  his  power, 
if  rvquested  by  any  of  the  presi¬ 
dents,  the  president  requesting 
such  copies,  and  extracts,  &c.  and 
copies  thereof  to  be  kept  by  both 
applicant  and  clerk. 

ART.  13. 

Any  person  being  a  friend  to 
our  country,  and  of  good  moral 
character,  shall  be  eligible  for  a 
member  and  a  society  in  a  col¬ 
lected  capacity  shall  receive  ap¬ 
plicants  into  membership  either 
personally  present,  or  by  a  request 
in  writing  by  the  hand  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  who  shall  be  a  subscribing  wit¬ 
ness  thereto. — And  any  person  de¬ 
siring  to  withdraw  himself  from 
membership  is  at  liberty  to  do  so, 
by  personally  attending,  and  mak¬ 
ing  application  at  a  stated  meeting 
of  the  branch  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  to  be  dismissed  from 
membership ;  and  the  meeting  shall 
thereupon  dismiss  him  upon  re¬ 
cord. 


ART.  14. 

The  society  shall  be  known  by 
the  style  and  title  of  the  Manu¬ 
mission  Society  of  Tennessee. 

ART.  15. 

All  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
society  shall  begin  with  these 
words,  “Resolved  by  the  Manu¬ 
mission  Society  of  Tennessee” 

ART.  16. 

There  shall  be  a  convention  for 
the  society  held  annually;  consist¬ 
ing  next  year  of  one  tenth  of  the 
society,  chosen  annually  by  the 
members  of  each  branch  out  of 
their  own  body,  by  election ;  who 
shall  meet  at  such  time  &  place  as 
the  respective  conventions  may  fix 
upon ;  and  any  number  of  their  re¬ 
presentatives,  not  under  five,  hav¬ 
ing  so  convened,  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  do  business ;  whose  bu¬ 
siness  it  shall  be  to  deliberate  and 
fix  upon  the  best  measures  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery.  To  these  sessions  of 
convention  the  different  bracKes 
shall  render  in  writing  by  the 
hands  of  their  delegates,  the  state 
of  their  respective  branch,  and  the 
money  raised  by  them  for  the  use 
of  the  society ;  and  shall  also  ren¬ 
der  the  number  of  members  there¬ 
unto  belonging  and  any  other  in¬ 
teresting  matter  they  may  think 
proper,  with  certificates  of  the  le¬ 
gal  appointment  of  the  delegates, 
signed  on  behalf  of  such  branch  by 
the  President  and  witnessed  by  the 
clerk.  And  each  session  of  the 
convention  shall  appoint  time  and 
place  for  the  next,  which  is  to  be 
about  a  year  apart,  unless  circum¬ 
stances  require  itoftener ;  and  shall 
fix  the  number  of  delegates;  and 
the  clerk  shall  furnish  each  branch 
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by  the  hand  of  their  delegates,  if 
practicable  with  a  transcript  of 
their  proceedings,  advices,  and  re¬ 
solutions,  so  far  as  may  concern 
them ;  or  if  not  practicable  to  do  it 
in  writing ;  the  convention  shall  di¬ 
rect  it  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
society,  &  then  furnish  eachbranch 
with  a  transcript,  as  aforesaid. 

ART.  17. 

When  it  is  found  necessary  to 
amend  or  alter  this  Constitution, 
such  amendment  or  alteration  shall 
originate  in  some  one  of  the 
Branches,  and  when  acted  upon, 
shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  branch  where  it  was 
proposed,  to  the  several  Branches 
for  their  concurrence,  or  rejec¬ 
tion.  Two  thirds  of  the  branches 
agreeing  to  such  amendment  and 
transmitting  the  same  to  the  next 
annual  convention,  shall  be  signed 
by  the  President  and  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  part  of  this  constitution. 

ART.  18. 

The  convention  shall  appoint  a 
president  clerk  and  treasurer,  at 
each  session  who  shall  hold  their 
respective  offices  until  the  next 
session;  and  shall  be  under  the 
same  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  the  officers  aforementioned,  in 
all  cases  where  other  rules  for 
them  are  not  prescribed. 

ART.  19. 

The  president  shall  sign  the 
proceedings  of  the  society  which 
require  his  signature,  with  the  sig¬ 
nature  of  his  office ;  and  shall  pre¬ 
side  in  the  convention  and  perform 
the  same  duties,  and  have  the  same 
power  in  every  respect,  as  far  as 
respects  the  convention,  as  the 
presidents  of  the  individual  branch¬ 
es  have  in  their  provinces.  He 


shall  have  power  to  draw  or  order 
draughts,  on  the  treasury  for  the 
use  of  the  society  in  general  and 
the  promotion  of  their  object. 

ART.  20. 

The  treasurer  shall  receive  all 
monies  delivered  to  him  and  give 
receipts  for  the  same,  stating  from 
what  branch  it  came,  and  shall  on 
orders  from  the  president,as  afore¬ 
said  pay  out  such  monies,  but  not 
otherwise,  taking  a  receipt  from 
the  drawer  for  the  same. 

ART.  21. 

The  president  shall  render  a 
true  account  in  writing  to  the  ses¬ 
sion  at  which  his  office  devolves 
to  the  society,  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  laid  out  such  monies. 

ART.  22. 

The  power  of  laying  taxes  to 
raise  money  for  the  use  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  shall  be  vested  in  the  con¬ 
vention  ;  who  shall  at  each  session 
lay  such  a  one  as  they  think  will 
defray  all  necessary  contingencies 
until  the  next ;  which  shall  be  laid 
proportionably  on  each  branch  to 
their  number  of  members,  & 
shall  not  exceed  fifty  cents  to  each 
member. 

ART.  23. 

Each  of  us  do  pledge  ourselves 
to  endeavor  to  support  this  consti¬ 
tution,  and  whatever  alterations 
or  amendments  may  hereafter  be 
made  therein  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof, 
as  far  as  our  abilities  will  reason¬ 
ably  permit — ^beseeching  and  look¬ 
ing  for  Omnipotence  to  aid  in  this 
his  cause  of  justice. 

Done  in  convention  on  the  17th  of 
the  8th  month,  August,  1819. 

JAMES  JONES,  Pres’t. 

Attest, 

THOMAS  DOAN,  Sec. 
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FBOU  THE  NEW-TOHK  ADVEBTISEB. 

[The  condition  of  the  Slaves 
at  the  South,  is  continually  grow¬ 
ing  better  and  better;  that  of  the 
white  labouring  people  at  the 
North,  worse. — See  Mr.  George 
Hay’s  Letters.  The  following  is 
proof  in  point.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rich¬ 
mond  to  a  gentleman  in  this 

city,  dated  March  2d,  1820. 

Yesterday,  a  respectable  white 
man  and  wife,  who  kept  school 
for  coloured  children,  in  this  ci¬ 
ty,  were,  with  their  scholars,  tak¬ 
en  by  warrant  from  school,  and 
carried  to  the  police  cage,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  give  security 
for  his  appearance  to-day,  before 
his  honor  the  mayor.  The  dis¬ 
tressed  parents  were  allowed  the 
poor  privilege  of  releasing  their 
children,  by  being  also  bound  to 
appear  before  the  mayor  to-mor¬ 
row.  It  was  an  affecting  scene. 
The  humble  innocents,  and  their 
parents,  were  all  in  tears.  Tho’ 
black,  they  manifested  that  they 
had  human  feelings.  They  were 
generally  free  children,  but  the 
police,  presuming  that  some  were 
slaves,  were  pleased  to  call  their 
meeting  together  for  the  purpose 
of  being  taught  to  spell  and  read, 
an  unlawful  assembly! 

The  agony  is  over.  His  hon¬ 
our,  after  displaying  all  the  pomp 
worthy  of  a  better  cause,  has  been 
pleased  to  discharge  the  whole, 
though  liable  to  a  fine  on  account 
of  the  children  proving  to  be 
slaves.  These  slave  children,  it 
appears,  were  liable,  by  law,  to 
have  twenty  l/ishes  each,  on  their 
bare  backs  for  this  offense;  but  the 
punishment  was  dispensed  with, 
on  account  of  their  years.  To 


cap  the  climax,  his  honour  has 
directed  the  night  watch,  not  to 
suffer  any  man  of  colour  to  pass 
or  repass  in  the  streets  after  ten 
o’clock  at  night.  If  he  does,  he 
is  to  be  dragged  to  a  cage,  not  fit 
for  a  hog  to  wallow  in.  None, 
however  correct  their  deport¬ 
ment,  or  established  their  char¬ 
acter  for  integrity,  are  safe  in 
walking  out  after  that  hour,  ex¬ 
cept  the  keeper  of  a  noted  house 
for  dancing  and  other  purposes. 
—  This  is  but  a  faint  picture  of 
the  existing  oppression  of  this 
place.  Vice,  in  a  man  of  colour, 
is  here  rewarded,  and  virtue  pun¬ 
ished. 


General  Stokee,  a  senator  in  congress 
from  North  Carolina,  has  written  a 
letter  to  one  of  his  friends  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Missouri  question,  which 
is  published  in  the  papers  and  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extract: 

“All  that  we,  from  the  Slave¬ 
holding  States  can  do  at  present, 
is  to  rescue  from  the  rapacious 
grasp  of  these  misguided  fanatics, 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  purchase,  including  all  the 
inhabited  parts  of  that  extensive 
country. 

“I  can  see  no  means,  either 
now  or  hereafter,  of  accomplish¬ 
ing  this  desirable  object,  but  by 
consenting  that  slavery  may  be 
inhibited  in  the  Northern  portion 
of  the  Louisiana  purchase.  I  be¬ 
lieve  by  agreeing  to  this  regula¬ 
tion,  we  may  secure  the  remain¬ 
ing  portion  of  that  purchase  as 
an  Asylum  for  Slaves  already  too 
numerous  to  be  comfortably  sup¬ 
ported  in  some  of  the  Southern 
States.  With  this  view,  I  have 
consented  that  slavery  may  be 
excluded  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
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from  this  territory  lying  west  of 
the  contemplated  state  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  north  of  the  parallel 
of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  min¬ 
utes  north  latitude.  I  do  not 
think  the  constitution  violated  by 
the  terms  of  this  act,  inasmuch 
as  Congress  are  only  legislating 
upon  a  territory  in  which  there 
is  not  one  citizen  of  the  United 
States  settled  at  this  time.  By 
this  prudent  and  proper  conces¬ 
sion,  we  shall  quiet  the  minds  of 
many  people  who  have  already 
been  excited  by  bad  men  to  com¬ 
mit  the  most  daring  acts  of  injus¬ 
tice  and  outrage.” 

We  have  frequently  seen  the 
idea  suggested,  that  by  exclud¬ 
ing  slavery  from  the  Missouri 
territory,  the  people  from  the  free 
states  intend  to  secure  that  ter¬ 
ritory  to  themselves.  Such  is 
the  language  of  this  Senator’s 
letter.  There  is  something  very 
extraordinary  in  this  suggestion. 
Pray,  gentlemen  slave-holders,  if 
you  wish  to  purchase  and  oc¬ 
cupy  lands  in  regions  where  sla¬ 
very  is  not  admitted,  are  you  not 
as  much  at  liberty  to  do  so  as  men 
from  the  free  states  are?  What  is 
there  to  prevent  you?  Or  is  it 
the  fact,  that  you  cannot  go  any 
where  unless  you  can  carry  with 
you  slaves  to  wait  upon  you,  and 
to  perform  your  labour?  If  the 
latter  is  the  true  solution  of  the 
difficulty  —  if  you  are  all  too  lazy 
to  work  for  yourselves,  and  had 
rather  stay  where  you  are  than 
emigrate  to  a  new  country  where 
you  must  either  work  or  starve, 
the  choice  is  fairly  before  you,  & 
as  you  are  in  a  free  country,  you 
are  at  perfect  liberty  to  select 
that  branch  of  the  alternative  that 


you  like  best.  But  do  not  call 
free  men  hard  names  who  are 
willing  to  work  for  themselves, 
who  had  rather  do  so  than  exer¬ 
cise  their  tyranny  and  cruelty  o- 
ver  their  fellow  men,  merely  be¬ 
cause  they  may  be  disposed  to 
purchase  and  cultivate  the  land 
that  you  will  not.  This  is  a  new 
sort  of  fanaticism,  known  only, 
we  believe,  to  the  moderate  Chris¬ 
tians  of  slave-holding  states. 

SOUTHERN  CUSTOMS. 

Raleigh,  N.C.  March,  21. 

We  have  seldom  had  to  record 
any  circumstance  more  eminent¬ 
ly  calculated  to  rouse  the  feelings 
and  excite  the  just  indignation  of 
the  citizens  of  this  place  than 
the  one  to  which  we  were  yester¬ 
day  accidently  witnessed.  Is  seems 
that  a  negro  man  belonging  to 
some  one  in  Moore  co.  had  been 
confined  in  our  jail  for  two  or 
three  weeks;  he  was  arrested  as  a 
runaway.  —  About  12  o’clock 
yesterday  the  owner,  we  suppose, 
took  him  from  the  prison,  and, 
without  the  least  regard  to  hu¬ 
manity,  or  even  decency,  paraded 
through  the  principal  street,  one 
end  of  a  large  chain  being  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  victim’s  neck,  and  the 
other  to  the  neck  of  his  horse!  — 
would  this  was  all;  but  with  his 
victim  thus  secured,  this  ‘devil  in 
human  shape’  moved  off  at  con¬ 
siderable  speed,  occasionally  jerk¬ 
ing  the  rope  with  a  degree  of 
force  nearly  sufficient  to  prostrate 
his  fettered  charge. 

To  the  honor  of  the  town  be 
it  known,  that  such  an  outrage 
upon  decency  and  humanity  was 
not  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed. 
The  sheriff  of  the  county,  with  a 
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sufficient  escort,  is  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  in  pursuit  of  this  gross  and 
dastardly  offender.  —  We  have 
good  reason  to  calculate  that  the 
sheriff  will  have  accomplished  his 
business  by  securing  the  fellow 
in  jail  before  to-morrow  morning. 
We  shall  therefore  dismiss  the 
subject  for  the  present,  with  the 
brief  notice  we  have  taken  of  it. 


Law  Intelligence. 

The  following  case  has  been  recently 
decided  in  the  city  court  at  Charleston,  s.  c. 

IMPORTANT  DECISION 
INFERIOR  CITY  COURT,  March 
Session,  1820. 

Mary  Uoyd,  ) 

vs.  >  Declaration  Case. 

Honore  Hompoey,  j 
Tried  before  his  honor  William  Drayton, 
Esq.  the  Recorder. 

This  was  a  special  action  on 
the  case  for  beating  a  negro  wo¬ 
man,  the  property  of  the  plaintiff. 
It  appeared  in  evidence  on  the 
trial,  that  some  time  in  the  month 
of  June  last,  while  the  family  of 
the  plaintiff,  who  is  a  respectable 
widow  lady  and  no  other  chil¬ 
dren  but  daughters,  were  at  din¬ 
ner,  and  the  negro  woman  in 
question  was  attending  upon 
them  at  the  table,  the  defendant 
rushed  violently  into  the  room 
where  they  were  dining,  &  with¬ 
out  assigning  any  reason,  or  en¬ 
tering  into  and  explanation  upon 
the  subject,  commenced  an  out¬ 
rageous  battery  upon  the  servant, 
by  beating  and  striking  her  seve¬ 
ral  blows  on  the  head  with  his 
first,  knocking  her  down  and 
kicking  her  two  or  three  times 
in  the  back,  swearing  at  the  same 
time  he  would  have  her  ears.  — 
The  blows  she  received  were  so 
severe  as  to  cause  the  blood  to 
gush  from  her  cars,  and  to  de¬ 


prive  her  of  all  sensation  for  near¬ 
ly  half  an  hour.  Several  of  the 
neighbors  who  were  either  at¬ 
tracted  or  called  particularly  to 
the  spot  at  the  time,  represented 
that  she  was  to  all  appearance 
dead.  It  was  some  time  before 
she  exhibited  any  indication  of 
returning  life,  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  brutal  violence, 
she  was  confined  to  her  bed  near¬ 
ly  a  fortnight,  during  which  pe¬ 
riod  she  was  prematurily  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  still  born  child.  The 
child  was  fully  formed,  and  had 
evidently  lost  its  life  from  the 
kicks  which  the  mother  had  re¬ 
ceived.  It  was  nearly  a  month 
before  she  was  able  to  return  to 
the  duties  of  her  situation  in  the 
house.  It  was  for  this  injury 
done  to  the  person  of  her  servant 
that  the  plaintiff  brought  the 
present  action. 

The  defence  set  up  by  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  threefold.  —  1st.  That 
there  was  no  evidence  that  the 
slave  in  question  was  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  plaintiff,  and  there¬ 
fore  she  was  entitled  to  no  action 
whatever,  it  being  as  to  herself 
damnum  obsqiie  injuria.  2d.  That 
the  negro  had  been  insolent  to  him, 
and  that  the  chastisement  she  re¬ 
ceived  was  no  more  than  she  mer¬ 
ited  —  and  3d.  That  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  no  more  damages 
than  what  she  had  actually  suf¬ 
fered  in  the  loss  of  service  of  her 
wench,  during  the  incapacity  to 
perform  the  usual  duties  of  her 
place,  and  that  she  could  not  re¬ 
cover  any  for  the  personal  injury 
done  to  her  servent. 

The  recorder  charged  the  Jury 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff ;  who  after 
a  few  minutes  consultation,  re- 
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turned  with  a  virdict  of  Five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  damages,  and  costs, 
that  being  the  full  extent  of  dam¬ 
ages  recoverable  in  the  court. 

We  are  gratified  to  find,  that 
such  a  brutal  &  inhuman  wretch 
was  so  far  punished  for  his  bar¬ 
barity;  but  we  should  have  been 
much  better  pleased,  if  the  dam¬ 
ages  had  been  applied  to  the  com¬ 
fort  and  benefit  of  the  poor  crea¬ 
ture  who  had  been  made  to  suf¬ 
fer  the  consequences  of  such  sa¬ 
vage  abuse. 


HISTORY 

Of  thp  rixe,  progrena  and  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  abolition  of  the  Aft, 'an 
slave  trade. 

BY  THOMAS  CLARKSON. 

INTRODUCTION. 

[Continued  from  page  13.) 

To  see  it  as  it  has  been  shewm 
to  arise  in  the  first  case,  let  us  sup¬ 
pose  ourselves  on  the  continent  j  ust 
mentioned.  Well  then,  we  are 
landed  ;we  have  just  passed  through 
one  forest ;  we  are  now  come  to  a 
more  open  place,  which  indicates 
an  approach  to  habitations.  And 
what  object  is  that  which  first  ob¬ 
trudes  itself  upon  our  sights  ?  Who 
is  that  wretched  woman,  whom  we 
discover  under  that  noble  tree, 
wringing  her  hands,  and  beating 
her  breast,  as  if  in  the  agonies  of 
despair?  Three  days  has  she  been 
there  at  intervals  to  look  and  to 
watch,  and  this  is  the  fourth  morn¬ 
ing,  and  no  tidings  of  her  children 
yet.  Beneath  its  spreading  boughs 
they  were  accustomed  to  play ;  but 
alas !  the  savage  man-stealer  inter¬ 
rupter  their  playful  mirth,  and  has 
taken  them  forever  from  her  sight. 

But  let  us  leave  the  cries  of  this 
unfortunate  woman, and  hasten  in¬ 


to  another  district :  And  what  do 
we  first  see  here?  who  is  he  that 
just  now  started  across  the  narrow 
pathway,  as  if  afraid  of  a  human 
face?  what  is  that  sudden  rustling 
among  the  leaves?  why  are  those 
persons  flying  from  our  approach, 
and  hiding  themselves  in  yon  dark¬ 
est  thicket?  behold,  as  we  get  into 
the  plain,  a  deserted  village!  the 
rice  field  has  just  been  trodded 
down  aroudd  it.  An  aged  man, 
venerable  by  his  silver  beard,  lies 
wounded  and  dying  near  the 
threshold  of  his  hut.  War,  sud¬ 
denly  instigated  by  avarice,  has 
just  visited  the  dwellings  which 
we  see.  The  old  have  been  butch¬ 
ered,  because  unfit  for  slavery, 
and  the  young  have  been  carried 
off,  except  such  as  have  fallen 
in  the  conflict,  or  have  escaped 
among  the  woods  behind  us. 

But  let  us  hasten  from  this 
cruel  scene,  which  gives  rise  to 
so  many  melancholy  reflections. 

But  whither  shall  we  go? 
The  night  is  approaching  fast. 
Let  us  find  some  friendly  hut, 
where  sleep  may  make  us  forget 
for  a  while  the  sorrows  of  the 
day.  Behold  a  hospitable  native 
ready  to  receive  us  at  his  door! 
Let  us  avail  ourselves  of  his  kind¬ 
ness.  And  now  let  us  give  our¬ 
selves  to  repose.  But  why, 
when  our  eyelids  are  but  just  clo¬ 
sed,  do  we  find  ourselves  thus 
suddenly  awakened?  What  is 
the  meaning  of  the  noise  around 
us,  of  the  trampling  of  people’s 
feet,  of  the  rustling  of  the  bow, 
the  quiver,  and  the  lance?  Let 
us  rise  and  enquire.  Behold! 
the  inhabitants  are  all  alarmed ! 
A  wakeful  woman  has  shown 
them  yon  distant  column  of  smoke 
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and  blaze.  The  neighbouring 
village  is  on  fire.  The  prince, 
unfaithful  to  the  sacred  duty  of 
the  protection  of  his  subjects, 
has  surrounded  them.  He  is 
now  burning  their  habitations, 
and  seizing,  as  saleable  booty, 
the  fugitives  from  the  flames. 

Such  then  are  some  of  the 
scenes  that  have  been  passing  in 
Africa  in  consequence  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  Slave-trade;  or  such 
is  the  nature  of  the  evil,  as  it 
has  shown  itself  in  the  first  of 
the  cases  we  have  noticed.  Let 
us  now  estimate  it  as  it  has  been 
proved  to  exist  in  the  second;  or 
let  us  examine  the  state  of  the 
unhappy  Africans,  reduced  to 
slavery  in  this  manner,  while  on 
board  the  vessels,  which  are  to 
convey  them  across  the  ocean  to 
other  lands !  &  here  I  must  observe 
at  once,  that,  as  far  as  this  part 
of  the  evil  is  concerned,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  describe  it.  Where 
shall  I  find  words  to  express  pro¬ 
perly  their  sorrow,  as  arising 
from  the  reflection  of  being  par¬ 
ted  for  ever  from  their  friends, 
their  relatives,  and  their  country? 
Where  shall  I  find  language  to 
paint  in  appropriate  colours 
the  horror  of  mind  brought  on 
by  thoughts  of  their  future  un¬ 
known  destination,  of  which  they 
can  augur  nothing  but  misery 
from  all  that  they  have  yet  seen? 
How  shall  I  make  known  their 
situation,  while  labouring  under 
painful  disease,  or  while  strug- 
ling  in  the  suffocating  holds  of 
their  prisons,  like  animals  inclos¬ 
ed  in  and  exhausted  receiver? 
How  shall  I  describe  their  feel¬ 
ings  as  exposed  to  all  the  person¬ 
al  indignities,  which  lawless  ap¬ 


petite  or  brutal  passion  may  sug¬ 
gest?  How  shall  I  exhibit  their 
sufferings  as  determining  to  re¬ 
fuse  sustenance  and  die,  or  as 
resolving  to  break  their  chains, 
and,  disdaining  to  live  as  slaves, 
to  punish  their  oppressors!  How 
shall  I  give  an  idea  of  their  agony, 
when  under  various  punishments 
and  tortures  for  their  reputed 
crimes?  Indeed  every  part  of 
this  subject  defies  my  powers,  & 
I  must  therefore  satisfy  myself 
and  the  reader,  with  a  general 
representation,  or  in  the  words 
of  a  celebrated  member  of  Par¬ 
liament,  that  “Never  was  so  much 
human  suffering  condensed  in  so 
small  a  space." 

{To  be  continued) 


CALL  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

A  called  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  state  is  to  meet  at  Murfreesborough 
on  the  26th  of  the  6th  month  (June.) — 
Althouth  I  expect  that  the  Manumis¬ 
sion  Society  are  not  provided  at  present 
with  many  signers  to  their  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  Slavery,  yet  I  think  it 
would  be  right  to  let  no  opportunity  pass 
without  calling  on  that  body  to  do  some¬ 
thing  towards  abolishing  it.  I  therefore 
would  recommend  that  every  friend  of 
Liberty  would  exert  himself  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  procure  as  many  subscribers 
as  possible  and  forward  them  to  the  le¬ 
gislature,  to  the  care  of  John  Blair,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Senate.  Those  who  have  not 
copies,  or  forms  of  the  usual  petitions, 
can  draw  up  something  that  can  be  un¬ 
derstood — And  if  but  an  individual 
name  should  be  to  some  it  will  have  its 
weight. 
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